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Flying Kites seeks 
to raise the 
standards of care 
available to 
the world’s poorest 
children. 



Dear Friends,

This past year has been remarkable for Flying Kites in so many ways, and we remain 
indebted to you - our supporters -  for allowing our organization to thrive.       

Together, we broke ground on a much-needed wellness center at our site in Njabini, 
Kenya.  We forged strong partnerships with rising social enterprises and we hosted 
two successful conferences through our Orphanage Outreach Program.  We hired 
more teachers, carers and social workers.  We expanded our school and we welcomed 
new children to our Home.  We raised our standards, we made dreams possible and we 
kept our promises. We saved lives.

As we prepare for the year ahead, there is much work still to be done.  We are ready to 
meet new challenges and we remain focused on our mission to nurture community-led 
initiatives.  Thanks to your support, we move forward into 2012 with a dynamic and 
experienced team, both in Kenya, and in the U.S.

As this transformative year comes to a close, we ask you to keep championing the lives 
of vulnerable children by supporting our home and school in Kenya,  participating in 
an Adventure Challenge trip, volunteering your time or sponsoring a child in need.!!

The world needs dreamers and the world needs doers.
But above all, the world needs dreamers who do.

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! -Sarah Ban Breathnach

Let’s build this organization of ours together and accompany the world’s poorest   
children on their most daring of dreams.

In gratitude,

Leila de Bruyne
President
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Francis Reaches 
the Summit of 
Mt. Kilimanjaro

Francis first became interested in 
climbing the mountain after listening 
to stories from returning volunteers 
and staff members who had reached 
the summit and began to inquire about 
the possibility of joining a future team. 
After months of physical training, 
Francis (who is also first in his class 
and president of his school) traveled to 
Tanzania with a team of climbers. 

This past June, Flying Kites student 
Francis N. successfully climbed Mt. 
Kilimanjaro, the highest free-standing 
mountain in Africa. Joined by a group 
of 12 participants in the  Adventure 
Challenge program,  Francis embarked 
on the week-long trek shortly after his 
sixteenth birthday. 

In 2011,  Adventure 
Challenges raised over 
200,000 USD



Lilly Wambui
On-site Coordinator

Lilly joined the team in Njabini in January 
and has been helping to coordinate our in-
ternational Volunteer Program. Lilly was 
born in Nairobi and spent several years liv-
ing and teaching at The By Grace Orphan-
age in Kayole, Kenya.

Meredith Beaton-Starr
Flying Kites Board of Directors

Meredith currently works
in development at the Pan-Massachusetts
Challenge, the nation's largest athletic
fundraiser, which has contributed more than
$330 million for cancer research and
treatment at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. 

new to the team



She is a precocious young girl who 
is both humble and full of fire. 

Eunice has a flair for making 
funny faces, playing card games, 

and just like her older brother 
Francis, a gift for dancing. There is 

a depth to Eunice that gives her a 
presence that belies her young 

years and enables her to connect 
with both children and adults in an 

incredible way.

Michael’s favorite word is "bombastic," and when 
he's had a good day, this is the word he will likely use to de-
scribe it. Michael is shy and funny and his high-pitched 
voice is easily distinguishable among the other children.  
Michael will be the first one to tap you on the shoulder and 
walk away quickly pretending it wasn't he. He is easily en-
raptured by stories, and his eyes and mouth are always 
wide open when listening to one. Michael loves cars and he 
is one of the young boys that can often be seen buzzing 
around the yard with a Frisbee "steering wheel" pretending 
as if he is driving at top speed.

Virginia is the kind of girl whom little girls dream of having as 
a daughter.  She exudes compassion and cares deeply for 
other children, particularly her younger brother Michael.  

Virginia has a laugh so compelling that when you hear it, 
you can’t help but join in too.  She loves to read “big books” 
and find tiny treasures to cherish.

  new to the family   visit flyingkites.org to meet more 



Partner-
ships:

The Non-Profit Shopping Mall:  
A unique online shopping mall where you can shop for the things you would nor-
mally buy, from the brands you would normally choose, and at the prices you 
would normally pay.   When you shop through this site, Flying Kites receives a 
percentage of each purchase. Visit shop.flyingkitesglobal.org/shop to learn more 
about how your favorite brands are helping FK.

Pubslush is a global publishing platform that allows trendsetting readers to 
pledge their financial support to budding authors.  For every book that is sold, 
PUSBSLUSH donates a book to a child in need.  Get involved at Pubslush.com



Njabini 
Apparel: 

Started by former Flying Kites  
volunteers Mike Behan and Erin 
O’Malley, Njabini Apparel          
empowers disadvantaged Kenyan 
mothers through employment  
and micro-business development  
programs. The women Njabini 
employs handcraft beautiful 
products using locally-sourced   
materials.  

Visit: njabiniapparel.org

15 percent of profits 
from sales benefit 
Flying Kites



Oasis: 
Orphanage 
Outreach

In 2011 Oasis, our outreach program to support 
orphanages in Nairobi, developed a series of 
proposal writing conferences and training ses-
sions.  In April, Oasis hosted its first financial 
training seminar for members with training 
provided by the Summit Institute in Nairobi 
and was!awarded the Chris Webber Memorial 
Fellowship Award. And later in the summer we 
hosted the "Together: One" music festival in 
Kibera, Nairobi, bringing together talented 
kids from Nairobi children's homes and Kenyan 
singers Jimmie Gait and Daddy Owen.!



 

in 2011, Flying 
Kites served 
over 72,000 
meals.



Programs = $565,740 or 89.3%

Admin = $34,536 or 5.5%

Travel = $21,888 or 3.5%

Fundraising = $6,011 or .9%

Depreciation = $5,180 or .8%

Financials
Thank you for making the work of Flying Kites possible.

STAT EMENT
!

INCOME
Restricted Income!!!!!!!!!!!!     !!$17,000
Unrestricted Income!!!!!!!!!      !$648,227
TOTAL INCOME!!!                         $665,227
!

EXPENSES

Programs: 

Accounting!!!!!!!!!!!   !!!!!!!!    
Advertising & Promotion!! 
Banking Fees!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!! !!
Compensation!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!!!!
Depreciation!!!!!!!!!!! !   !!!!!!!
Insurance!!!!!!!!!!! !! !!!!!!!!!!!  
Licenses & Permits!!!!!!!!!!!  ! 
Occupancy & Utilities!!!!!!! ! !
Meetings & Conferences!!!!!! 
Office Rent & Supplies !!!!!!!! 
Phone & Communications!!! !
Travel!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!!!! !! !!!!! !
Vehicle Expenses             
TOTAL EXPENSES!!!!!!!!

$565,740 
$2,885
$6,011
$3,346
$2,000
$5,180
$425
$45
$13,344
$1,131
$4,206
$3,285
$21,888
$3,869
$633,355

!

PUBLIC SUPPORT
!

FY 2007 =        $83,651,   
FY 2008 =       $146,605,  
FY 2009 =       $189,597,   
FY 2010 =       $445,397,    
FY 2011 =        $648,227



www.flyingkites.org


